RELEASE [ SMISSOUR

-
F'HE STATE L F I'HE WOoRLD oAy

Missouri Department of

Release: June 27, 2003 Economic Development
Contact: Jm Grebing at 573-751-9065 or P.O. Box 1157
Bill Niblack at 573-751-3595 Jefferson City, Missouri 65102-1157

Www.missouridevel opment.org
Missouri'sLabor Market Conditions Remained Steady in May

Missouri’ s unadjusted unemployment rate was unchanged between April and May, remaining at 4.9 percert, nearly one
point below the nation’ s unemployment rate of 5.8 percent. Also, for the second consecutive month, employment
increased in the state.

Nonfarm employment increased by 6,900 in May, following a net increase of 12,500 jobs in April, the largest increase
since October of 2000.

The state’ s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate increased by three-tenths of a point in May to 5.3 percent.

“We are very pleased to see these encouraging economic signs. We have an increase in our employment for the second
straight month and our unemployment rate continues to rank well below the nationa rate. Both are indicators of
economic growth in Missouri, ” said DED Director Joseph L. Driskill.

"Improvement that normally occurs in the unemployment rate in the spring did not occur this May, which resulted in the
seasondly adjusted increase. Similar conditions have prevailed since the beginning of the year. The unadjusted rate has
been falling since January, but not by the amount we usually experience as winter weather gives way to spring.”

Seasonally adjusted unemployment has been edging back up since the unusual four-tenths of a point decrease in January,
but the current rate is till lower than in any month in 2002, except January, when the rate was also 5.3 percent. About
157,000 Missourians were estimated to have been jobless in May, down by about 7,200 from May 2002.

Non-farm payrolls added 1,500 jobs on a seasondly adjusted basis. Thisis the second consecutive monthly increase in
employment, although smaller than last month’s revised gain of 10,300 jobs. Growth in employment in the month
appears to have been limited to some extent by an early ending of spring semesters at schools and colleges. Therewas a
considerable drop in the May employment figures for education, whereas last year’ s decreases tended to occur later in
June or even July.

According to employment data, most industry super sectors showed only small changes between April and May, on a
seasonally adjusted basis, as total non-farm employment edged up to 2,647,100 jobs. Leisure and hospitality industries
added 6,000 jobs, while financia activities and construction employment were up by 1,200 and 1,000 jobs, respectively.

Government employment was down by 3,000 jobs in May, which includes the unusually early decreases in employment at
education institutions. Trade, transportation and utilities decreased by 2,500, while professiona and business services
dropped by 2,000.

Over the past year, non-farm payrolls have shed 52,100 jobs, or 1.9 percent, on an unadjusted basis. Most industry
groupings have experienced decreasing unemployment during that period. Many industries within the service-providing
sectors have gained jobs. Credit intermediation is up by 1,600 jobs, while accounting and bookkeeping services have
added 1,000 jobs. Hesdlth care and socia assistance employment is up by 5,900, while religious, grant-making, civic and
professionda organizations have added 4,500.

State government employment is 17,800 jobs below last year’ s level, a 16.5 percent decrease, and manufacturing
employment, with the lone exception of food manufacturing (+2,300 jobs), is down by 11,200 jobs over the year.



CURRENT MONTH (MAY 2003), PREVIOUSTWO MONTHS(MARCH AND APRIL 2003), AND YEAR AGO (MAY 2002)

MISSOURI UNEMPLOYMENT RATES

FOR METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREAS (MSAs), LABOR MARKET AREAS (LMAs), AND COUNTIES

MAY APR

2003 2003

U.S. (not seasonally adjusted) 58 58
MISSOURI 49 49
ST.LOUISMSA 52 51
Franklin 49 51
Jefferson 48 50
Lincoln 54 55
St. Charles 35 36
St. Louis County A5 44
Warren 58 53
St. Louis City 90 86
KANSASCITY MSA 53 54
Cass 42 42
Clay 40 38
Clinton 41 44
Jackson 60 58
Lafayette 47 48
Platte 36 34
Ray 51 51
SPRINGFIELD MSA 34 35
Christian 36 39
Greene 33 33
Webster 38 41
JOPLIN MSA 51 49
Jasper 48 46
Newton 55 55
COLUMBIA MSA 19 19
Boone 19 19
ST. JOSEPH MSA 50 50
Andrew 41 39
Buchanan 51 52
ADAIR-SCHUYLER LMA 30 34
Adair 29 31
Schuyler 41 53
BUTLER-CARTER-RIPLEY LMA 50 51
Butler 45 47
Carter 63 6.0
Ripley 65 6.2
CAMDEN-MILLER LMA 45 56
Camden 45 55
Miller 45 56
CAPE GIRARDEAU-SCOTT-NEW MADRID LMA 51 50
Bollinger 64 65
Cape Girardeau 37 35
Mississippi 64 6.1
New Madrid 92 91
Scott 52 53
COLE-CALLAWAY-MONITEAU LMA 30 30
Callaway 33 33
Cole 26 25
Moniteau 30 32
Osage 39 44
HOWELL -OREGON-SHANNON LMA 51 51
Howell 52 51
Oregon 40 39
Shannon 6.2 65
LAWRENCE-BARRY LMA 44 45
Barry 43 46
Lawrence 45 45
MARION-RALLSLMA 53 51
Marion 52 49
Ralls 55 55
PHELPSMARIESLMA 29 31
Maries 32 34
Phelps 28 31
ST. FRANCOIS-WASHINGTON LMA 75 71
St. Francois 71 65
Washington 85 87
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43
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NOTE: DATA FOR COUNTIESWITHIN MSAs/LMAs ARE DISAGGREGATED FROM MSA/LMA TOTALS.
NOTE: SUBSTATE AREA DATA FOR 2002 HAVE BEEN REVISED BUT ARE PROVISIONAL: NOT YET OFFICIAL AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

PRODUCED BY MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, MERIC, IN COOPERATION WITH U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS
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